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3 National Distillers Grains Surveys
• Conducted by U.S. Dept. of Agriculture      

Iowa State Statistical Office                        
National Agricultural Statistics Service-NASS
– Received input from industry on surveys

• Surveys Requested Year 2002 Information      
– Ethanol Producers - Dry Mill Processors 
– Feed Companies and Marketers 
– Livestock Feeders 
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Ethanol Producers Survey
• 78  Dry Mill Facilities (Fuel & Beverage)

– 29 Reports  Received
• 795 MGY

• The Average Plant 
– Started Production in 1997
– Produces 27.4  MGY Ethanol
– 96% of Ethanol Made from Corn
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Dry Mill Production Numbers 

•2,873 MGY of Ethanol Produced* 

•1,335 MGY Produced by Wet Mills

•1,538 MGY Produced by Dry Mills

• 795 MGY by Survey Reports - 52%

• 743 MGY by Non-Reports - 48%
* Source:Renewable Fuels Association - April 2003
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Types of Distillers Grains  
•*Condensed Distillers Solubles -7

•*Distillers Dried Grains - *

•*Distillers Dried Grains with Solubles - 22

•*Distillers Wet Grains - 13

•*Distillers Dried Solubles - 0

• Wet Distillers Grains with Solubles - 4
*Source: Association of American Feed Control Officials

National Distillers Grains Survey - 2003
www.distillersgrains.com

Condensed Distillers Solubles
196,804 Tons Reported by 7 (52%) 

181,665 Tons @ 48% (Projected)

378,469 Tons - Total Production - Est.

x $19 - Avg. Price per Ton

$7,190,911 - Annual Sales - Est.

Avg. Moisture: 58% (28% to 73%)
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Distillers Dried Grains w/Solubles
1,624,809 Tons Reported by 22 (52%)

1,499,824 Tons @ 48% (Projected)

3,124,633 Tons - Total Production - Est.

x $85 - Avg. Price per Ton

$265,593,805 - Annual Sales - Est.

Avg. Moisture: 11% (10% to 12%)
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Distillers Wet Grains 
1,130,066 Tons Reported by 13 (52%)

1,043,138 Tons @ 48% (Projected)

2,173,204 Tons - Total Production - Est.

x $27 - Avg. Price per Ton

$58,676,508 - Annual Sales - Est.

Avg. Moisture: 66% (65% to 70%)
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Wet Distillers Grains w/Solubles
504,635 Tons Reported by 4 (52%)

465,817 Tons @ 48% (Projected)

970,452 Tons - Total Production - Est.

x $38 - Avg. Price per Ton

$36,877,176 - Annual Sales - Est.

Avg. Moisture: 50% (40% to 58%)
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Distillers Dried Grains 
Under 3 Reports  - Avg. 16% Moisture

Distillers Dried Solubles
No Reports
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Distillers Grains Sales - Projected 

•CDS $    7,190,911

•DDGS $265,593,805

•DWG $  58,676,508

•WDGS $  36,877,176

•Total $368,338,400
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DG Produced - Projections
Type of

DG
Tons Per

Year
Average
Moisture

Average
Price/Ton

CDS 378,469 58% $19

DDG - 16% -

DDGS 3,124,633 11% $85

DWG 2,173,204 66% $27

DDS 0 - -

WDGS 970,452  50% $38

6,646,758 TOTAL
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Ethanol Producers’ Customers

Livestock 
Feeders

44%

Brokers
29%

Feed 
Companies

19%

Local 
Elevators

8%
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Ethanol Plant Marketers
of Distillers Grains 

•76% - Marketing Company

•31% - Company  (In-House)

• 7% - Feed Mill
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Distillers Grains Sold by Contract 
Source: Ethanol Producers

Spot
38%

Clock
11%

Monthly
10%

Quarterly
10%

6-Month
9%

Other
3%

None
19%

`

National Distillers Grains Survey - 2003
www.distillersgrains.com

0.118

0.13

0.11 0.115 0.12 0.125 0.13 0.135

Truck

Trucking Costs (Per Ton-Mile)
Ethanol Producers

•79%   - Use Rail for 25%  of Dry Product

•100% - Use Trucks for 75%  of Dry Product

•11%   - Use Barge to Move Dry Product

•100% - Use Trucks for 100% of  Wet Product

Wet

Dry
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Feed Company / Marketer Survey
• 249 Feed Companies / Marketers 

– 42 Reports Received (17% response)
– 69% of Reports Market DG (all for 15+ years)
– 30% of Reports Considered Selling DG

• The Average Feed Company / Marketer
– Annual Sales of $2.96 Million
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Feed Company Storage 
(Average Maximum DG Storage = 58 Tons)
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Livestock Feeder Survey

• 5600+ Livestock Feeders in Iowa & Minnesota
• 721 Completed Responses 

– 12.9% Response Rate
– 31% Currently Feeding Distillers Grains
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Livestock
& Poultry

Number of
Animals

No. of  IA
Samples

No. of  MN
Samples

Beef Cows 1-249
250+

654
346

913
87

Cattle on
Feed

1000+ 315 77

Dairy 100+ cows 643 1,178
Hogs 2500-4900

5000+
684
334

273
217

Turkeys 5000+ 72 199

Feeder Survey Numbers
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Livestock Feeder Descriptions
• 31% of Respondents are feeding distillers 

grains to their livestock:
– 24%  - Cow/Calf 360 Head     4 years
– 56%  - Dairy 200 Head   7 years
– 72% Cattle on Feed   2,300 Head 6 years
– 22% Hogs 16,500 Head 2 years
– 8% Turkeys 180,000 Head -

(Average Enterprise has used DG for 5 years)
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Feeders - 2002 - All Enterprises
% Who

Feed
DG

Type
Moist-

ure
Tons Fed

/Year
$/Ton
Year

3% CDS 48% 925 $22

12% DDG 16% 339 $93

7% DDGS 16% 376 $89

1% DDS 13% 118 $123

6% DWG 64% 6,038 $33
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Feeders - 2002 - Cattle on Feed
Avg

Head
Fed

%
Who
Feed

DG
Type

Moist-
ure

Tons
Fed/
Year

Ton
Price
Paid

3,540 8% CDS 48% 925 $22

2,210 14% DDG 30% 1,195 $72

4,170 6% DDGS 45% 2,017 $48

2,970 36% DWG 62% 7,806 $34
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Feeder DG Storage Facilities
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Maximum DG On-Site Storage   
(Tons) Livestock Survey

122 Tons
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Livestock Survey
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Feeders - 2002 - Dairy
Avg

Head
Fed

%
Who
Feed

DG
Type

Moist-
ure

Tons
Fed/

Year

Ton
Price
Paid

248 26% DDG 13% 141 $96

222 12% DDGS 14% 132 $97

103 2% DDS -- 43 $139

291 4% DWG 71% 1,570 $24
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Feeders - 2002 - Cow/Calf
Avg

Head
Fed

%
Who
Feed

DG
Type

Moist-
ure

Tons
Fed/
Year

Ton
Price
Paid

591 4% DDG 13% 407 $103

535 3% DWG 66% 550 $37
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Feeders - 2002 - Hogs
Avg

Head
Fed

%
Who
Feed

DG
Type

Moist-
ure

Tons
Fed/

Year

Ton
Price
Paid

9,353 8% DDG 11% 324 $94

16,502 9% DDGS 12% 415 $87

-- 1% DDS -- 240 $90
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Feeders - 2002 - Turkeys
Avg

Head
Fed

%
Who
Feed

DG
Type

Moist-
ure

Tons
Fed/

Year

Ton
Price
Paid

225,000 5% DDGS 11% 380 $83
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Customer Services From Supplier
Livestock Survey
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Relative Importance of 
Product Qualities
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Plants Think Marketers Feeders Say

Consistent Product
Quality Product
Protein Content
Moisture
Handling Ease
Color
Freshness
Shelf Life
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Feeders Who Should be Targeted

• 36% Considered Feeding Distillers Grains:
– 27% - Cow/Calf  (90 head)
– 51% - Dairy (80 head )
– 74% - Cattle on Feed   (1,400 head) 
– 37% - Hog  (15,000 head)
– 22% - Turkey (18,000 head)
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Pat Paustian
Office of Renewable Fuels and Co-Products
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship
Wallace Building
Des Moines, IA  50319

Voice: 515.281.6936
Fax: 515.281.8503
Email: Pat.Paustian@idals.state.ia.us

Web: www.distillersgrains.com
www.agriculture.state.ia.us


